Lesson 1 (an hour and a half)
Introductions 
Neutral: 

What’s your name? – My name is….

Formal:  What’s your name, sir?(m) /What’s your name, madam? (f)
Extension: What’s your full name? What’s your first/Christian name? What’s your family name/your/surname?

                    My first name is…    My surname is….. 

Extension for Spanish people: What’s your surname on your father’s side? What’s your surname on your mother’s side?
Can you spell your name, please? – e.g. Carlos: C-A-R-L-O-S  

Where are you from?  -  I’m from ……., in……. (the country)

Where are you from originally? – Originally I’m from….. (the town you were born in), but now I’m from…
What nationality are you? – I’m ….. (an adjective). I am from… (a country)

                                                 e.g. I’m Spanish. I am from Spain. I am a Spaniard* 

* The adjective formed from the country’s name can be used as a demonym (from Greek ‘demos’ + people). E.g. a Russian ( a person who comes from Russia). Some countries have special denonyms for their citizens. E.g. an Englishman/an Englishwoman, a Frenchman/a Frenchwoman, a Pole (coming from Poland), a Dane (coming from Denmark), a Spaniard (coming from Spain) 

See the lists with a selection of nationalities.
Closing of an introduction: Nice* to meet you. → The answer is: Nice to meet you, too. 

*Variations: Good (+) to meet you. Glad (+) to meet you. Pleased (++ )to meet you.  Delighted (+++) to meet you.  

Welcome to…(a place)! – Welcome to Spain! (usually used to greet strangers to the place)

Introduction of other people:

Informal:  

· Can you introduce me to your friends?

· Sure. This is …. my husband X, /his brother Y (my brother-in-law) and this is Z. She’s Y’s wife (my sister-in-law).  

Or…. 
· Can you/Could you* introduce me to your friends?

· Sure. This is my friend Natalie and that is her sister, Diana.
*Could you…? is  more polite than Can you….? when we ask for permission or possibility. 
Or… (when there are two people who are acquaintances of a third person but do not know each other) 
· Carina, this is Luis, my boyfriend. Luis, this is Carina, a friend from school/work, etc. 

Formal: 

· Laura, I’d like to introduce to you my colleague Luis Miguel. We work together at CEP Tomellsos. Luis-Miguel, this is Laura, a colleague from Airens High School and a n old friend of mine. 
********

Common greetings when people meet (for the first time) : 

· Hi/Hello.

· How do you do? – Very formal, used only at first introductions. The answer is How do you do?
· How are you?  - neutral. Also used as an everyday greeting. The answer is: Fine*, thanks. And you?  (* variations: Good/Very well/Not bad/ Sometimes – So-so (meaning ‘no good, no bad’)   
· How are you doing? – informal – (How are you doing, guys? – informal, between friends) 
Greetings (during the day)

· Good morning! (in the morning until noon – 12 o’clock)

· Good afternoon! ( in the afternoon – until 6-7 p.m.)

· Good evening! (between 7 – 10 p.m.)

· Good night! (after 10 o’clock – it is also used as a blessing for a good night sleep before going to bed)

*G’day! (Good day) – used by the Australians    

Common greetings when people part: 
· Good bye! (the full form is rarely used nowadays. It comes from ‘God bless you”|
· Bye! (most common) 

· See you later*  (full form) → See you (more common) , abbreviated CU (in text messages and emails)

· Take care (showing consideration)  

* a popular English rhyme used by children and as a hilarious parting: 

    See you later, alligator!

    After a while, crocodile!

Common blessings (= wishing good things)  when people part:

–     Have a nice day!  

· Have a nice evening! (after the end of the working day) 

· Have a nice weekend! (on Friday)

· Have a nice holiday! (before a public holiday or going on holiday) 

· Have a nice/good/safe journey/trip! (when somebody is going away on a journey) 
Sorry and Pardon
We use ‘Sorry’ when we want the other person to pardon us for something we did do or didn’t do.

· I’m sorry, I’m late. 

· I’m so sorry to hear that (when somebody is ill, dead, etc.) 

We use ‘pardon?’ when we did not quite hear or understand what the other person has said 

· Your name is Raquel, isn’t it? 

· Pardon? Can you repeat, please? 

Excuse me… is a polite way to begin your request to someone else (especially if you don’t know them) 

· Excuse me. Is this Azucena Street? 
· Excuse me. Can you tell me the time, please? 
Grammar
Present Tense of the verb ‘be’
	                                                                               Affirmative

	
	Full forms
	Contractions

	Person
	Singular
	Plural
	Singular
	Plural

	1.
	I am
	We are 
	I’m
	We’re

	2.
	You are
	You are 
	You’re
	You’re

	3.       m
	He is 
	They are 
	He’s
	They’re

	           f
	She is 
	
	She’s
	

	           n
	It is 
	
	It’s 
	


The verb ‘be’ can be a full verb (meaning ‘exist’) or an auxiliary verb in a number of tenses. 

Examples of the use of the verb ‘be’:

I am a woman. (be + a noun)                I am listening to you (be –auxiliary in Present Cont.)

He is happy. (be + adjective)
              She was living in X in the 1990s. (be – aux., Past Cont.)

It is late. (be + adverb)                           He was born in Madrid. (be – auxiliary in Past Passive)
	                                                                               Negative

	
	Full forms
	Contractions

	Person
	Singular
	Plural
	Singular
	Plural

	1.
	I am not
	We are not
	I’m not
	We’re not     = we aren’t

	2.
	You are not
	You are not
	You’re not = you aren’t
	You’re not    = you aren’t 

	3.       m
	He is not
	They are not
	He’s not     = he isn’t
	They’re not  = they aren’t 

	           f
	She is not
	
	She’s not   = she isn’t
	

	           n
	It is not
	
	It’s not       = it isn’t 
	


Examples: 

Singular: 

I am not a man, I am a woman. = I’m not a man, I’m a woman.

You are not a plant. You are a human. = You’re not/You aren’t a plant. You’re a human.

He is not late. He is on time. = He’s not late/He isn’t late. He’s on time. 

She is not a nurse, she is a doctor. = She’s not/She isn’t a nurse, she’s a doctor.

It is not a purse. It is a wallet. = It’s not/It isn’t a purse. It’s a wallet. 

Plural: 

We are not students. We are teachers. = We’re not teachers/We aren’t students. We’re teachers. 

You are not policemen. You are firefighters. = You’re not/You aren’t policemen. You’re firefighters

They are not desktop computers. They are laptops. = They’re not/They aren’t desktop computers. They’re laptops.
	Interrogative

	
	Affirmative
	Negative

	Person
	Singular
	Plural
	Singular
	Plural

	1.
	Am I…?
	Are we…? 
	Am I not…? = Aren’t I?
	Are we not…?     = Aren’t we…?

	2.
	Are you…?
	Are you…?
	Are you not..? = Aren’t you…? 
	Are you not..?    = Aren’t you…?

	3.       m
	Is he…?
	Are they…?
	Is he not …?    = Isn’t he… ?
	Are they not…? = Aren’t they…?  

	           f
	Is she…?
	
	Is she not…?   = Isn’t she…?
	

	           n
	Is it….?
	
	Is it not…?       = Isn’t it…?  
	


Examples:                                                                         Short answers: 
(asking for ‘new’ information)

Am I late?



Yes, you are. ↔ No, you are not/you’re not/you aren’t.

Are you hungry?


Yes, I am. ↔ No, I am not. 

Is he your husband?                                Yes, he is/Yes, this is him. ↔ No, he isn’t/No, this isn’t him. 

Is she my new student?                           Yes, she is. ↔ No, she isn’t.

Is it (the book, etc.) interesting? 
Yes, it is. ↔ No, it isn’t.  

Are we friends now?


Yes, we are. ↔ No, we aren’t. Not yet.

Are you tense before an exam?
             Yes, we are. ↔ No, we aren’t. (We’re just a little worried)

Are they a good family? 

Yes, they are. ↔ No, they aren’t. (They often fall out)

(asking for confirmation of something already known or showing feelings)

Am I not one of you?


Yes, you are. ↔ No, you are (actually) not

Are you not//Aren’t you   Mr. Z?
Yes, I am. ↔No, I’m not. I am Mrs. X. 

Is he not/Isn’t he your new boyfriend?   Yes, he is/Yes, this is him ↔ No, he isn’t/No, this is not him.

Is she not/Isn’t she your best friend?      Yes, she is. ↔ No, she isn’t.

Is it not//Isn’t it the right time? 

Yes, it is. (It’s the perfect time) ↔No, it isn’t. (I am busy).

Are we not//Aren’t we in this class?
Yes, you are. ↔No, you are not. You are in class B1.

Are you not/Aren’t you from Spain?
Yes, we are. ↔ No, we aren’t. We are from Mexico.

Are they not/Aren’t they ready yet? 
Yes, they are. ↔ No, they are not. (They are still writing)

                Tag Questions: 

Tag (or tail) questions are used in English to ask for confirmation or are true questions in a more polite form. They are a good means of involving the other person in a conversation and/or maintaining it going on for a while. 

It’s a lovely day, isn’t it? (Asking for confirmation)  

You aren’t tired, are you?  (Real question, checking the condition of the others in a polite way) 

Structure: 

If the main clause is (+), the tag is (-) and vice versa – if the main clause is (-), the tag is (+). 

Exercises: 

1. Complete the sentences with am, is, are, am not, isn’t or aren’t : 

1. This man ……… your new classmate. 

2. They ……….. your neighbours. 

3. She……… worried about her child. 

4. You…… wrong about Steve. He…….. lazy, he ……. just a little slow.

5. Computers ………… just needed, they ………. indispensable.

6. You ……… from Latin America, you ……… from Spain, in Europe.

7. It ……. nice meeting you. 

8. Cats……. gracious animals, but they ……often unfriendly.

9. Meeting people …….. a nice pastime. 

10. My sons…… grown-ups: the elder ….. 25, the younger – 21.

11. Today………. Monday, today …….. Tuesday.

12. Your glasses ………….on the table, they ……..on your head. 

13. ……….he your boss? – Yes, this….. him.

14. Lights…… out. They ……….. at home. 

15. They …………..your children, ………..they?

16. You ……… angry with me, ……..you?

17. It……..2 o’clock in the morning. People………asleep.

18. Paris………….the capital of Italy, it……….the capital of France.

19. She…………..old, she……… middle-aged.

20. Life………..beautiful, but the times……. hard.

2. Make these sentences into questions:

1. She is a pretty woman.  ………………………………………………….

2. They are my sisters.. ………………………………………………………

3.  I am thirsty. ……………………………………………………………….

4. Love is all you need. ……………………………………………………….

5. The restaurant is just round the corner. …………………………………….

6. The clothes are in the wardrobe. ……………………………………………

7. ‘Right’ is both ‘correct’ and ‘a location in space’ …………………………..

8. You are right. ………………………………………………………………..

9. Monday is the hardest day of the week?

10. I am cold. …………………………………………………………………….

3. Complete the missing verb form in the following tag questions.

1. You are my best friend, ……… you?/

2.  She ………….ill, is she?

3. He is absent today, ……..he? 

4. I …….. your mother, aren’t I?

5. We …………late, are we?

6. They are already here, ……..they?

7. You ……. Spaniards, aren’t you?

Personal pronouns and possessive adjectives

The personal pronouns replace nouns. The possessive adjectives denote (say) whose are the things, places, etc. we are talking about.  The possessive adjectives always go with a noun and stay before them.  e.g. This is my husband. (not _. Or -.)   
	Person and number
	Personal Subject Pronouns
	Possessive adjectives

	Singular     1.          
	I 
	my

	                   2.              
	you
	your

	      3. (m)
	he
	his

	                        (f)
	she
	her

	                        (n)
	it
	its

	Plural          1.
	we
	our

	                    2.
	you
	your 

	                    3.
	they
	their


The personal pronouns answer the question ‘Who….?’ (Who is that man?) → He is my husband. 
The possessive adjectives answer the implied question ‘Whose….? (Whose is that pen?) → This is my pen.
Exercises: 
SUBJECT PRONOUNS

1. Egbert is not English;  ............... is Australian
2. Dominic and Kaye are in love;  ............... are going to get married.
3. This is Lyn's first job and ............... is very nervous.
4. Have ............... seen my new car?  No, ............... haven't.
5. ............... are going on holiday at the end of the month. 
6.  Will you look after our cat please?  ............... will need food and water whilst ............... are away.
POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES
1. Alfred and Henry are in ............... car.
2. Gertrude is cleaning ............... teeth.
3. Tom is drinking ............... drink.
4. Is this ............... hamburger?
5. I am working on ............... homework.
6. Please give the dog ............... bone now.
http://www.musicalenglishlessons.org/grammar-pronouns.htm
Prepositions:
Prepositions are words that connect other words to show in what relation they are. 

e.g. I am from Bulgaria. (Bulgaria is the place I come from)                                
from – (= origin, start point, direction)

You are from Tomelloso.

in   (= place, position) 



We are in class now. I am living in Tomelloso (now)

to (= direction of movement) 


Can you introduce me to your friends? 
with (= in the company of, accompanying)        Are you happy with me? 

NB! – In questions the prepositions often come at the end: e.g. Where are you from? 








            Who are you here with?

  






            Who are you talking to? 

More about prepositions, their mechanics and use, 

on: http://rwc.hunter.cuny.edu/reading-writing/on-line/prep-def.html
Exercise: 
Put the prepositions from, in, to, with in their right place. 

1. This man is…… the students. He is their teacher.

2. Are you talking…..me? 

3. Where is she……..?

4. The Town Hall is……. the town square. 

5. She lives…… Tomelloso.  

Question words

Who…?  –  for people →     

Who are you? Who is that man over there?

What…?  –  for things  →


What’s your name? What is your phone number? 

Where..?  - for places and/or positions → 
Where are you from? Where is my bag? 

When…? – for time → 


When were you born? 

Whose…? – for possessions
→

Whose is this bag? Whose sunglasses are these? 

How…?  - for condition or manner →
How are you? How did you do that? 

Why…?  - for reason →


Why are you (un)happy? 

Exercise: 

Use the correct question word: 

1. ………. are you doing? (greeting)

2. ………. are you with?  

3. ………  were you born? ……… is your birthday?

4. ………. are asking?  

5. …….     are these books?

6. ………  is your favourite colour?

7. ……… are you from? 

8. ……….is the president of the USA? 
This and that (demonstratives) 
The demonstrative shows whether the thing or the person we are talking about is near (this) or 
far (that). 

	
	Singular
	Plural

	Near (here)
	this
	these

	Far    (there)
	that
	those


This man here is my father, Irving. This is my brother, Bob, and that is my other brother – Tom. 
These planets – Mercury, Venus and Mars – are near the Earth. While those – Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune and Pluto – are far from the Earth.  

Interactive exercise on this and that - http://www.real-english.com/reo/2/this-that-2.htm
Complete with the right words (this or these, that or those).
1. …….  books (here)  are interesting, but ……… (there) are boring. 

2. ……. writing you are doing now is good, but …….. writing from yesterday was a real disaster.   
The activities during the first lesson, 8th February 2011: 

1. Warm-up: Introductions (in simple English)

2. Active listening and interactive exercises with the help of http://www.real-english.com
Topics covered: 

1) Introductions: varieties illustrating formal, normal and informal introductions, greetings, the present tense of the verb ‘be’, questions, contractions (What’s…., My name’s…., I’m…..), etc.  - http://www.real-english.com/reo/1/unit1.html
2) Where are you from? – greetings; countries, states (of the USA), cities and towns, neighbourhoods (in cities) – I’m originally from,,,, now I’m from, etc; introduction to introducing other people, this and that (demonstratives) . - http://www.real-english.com/reo/2/unit2.html
3) The alphabet (Can you spell your name?) - The Alphabet, including the alphabet chart and 10 people spelling their names
http://www.real-english.com/reo/3/unit3.html
Class dynamic (relaxation game) – after the first topic: - in a circle

1) What is your favourite colour? \

The leader asks everybody the same question. The aim is to put a colour to a name (the person who choses/states it) 

Follow-up: The leader 
a) asks the questions: 

· Who likes ‘green’? How many people like the colour ‘white’ and who are they? (etc.

b) Points to someone in the circles and asks them to repeat the names of the people and their favourite colours.  
2) The roll paper game – The leader asks everybody to tear a piece of any length from the roll. Then she asks them to say the same number of sentences as is the number of the smaller standard pieces of tissue separated from the rest by an indented line. The sentences should reveal facts about the person. (e.g. if the pieces are 2: My name is Emma. My favourite colour is green. ) Usually it is the leader who starts the game with saying the required number of sentences. The game is over when everybody has taken their turn. 

Homework: three pages of easy exercises, designed by Kendra and Natividad for a previous course for beginners in English 
Lesson 1, A1-A2 class, CEP Tomelloso, Feb. – March 2011, svoboda.gagarova@gmail.com
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