Lesson 2
Grammar 

· Present Simple 

· The noun

· the Possessive case + possessive pronouns
· The adjective – basic adjectives, comparisons.
Vocabulary: 

· Family relations

· Occupations
· Adjectives in opposite pairs

· Nationality adjectives and nouns
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This is a picture of me and my family. I am in the middle, embracing my two grownup sons. The shorter one on my right is my younger son, Rosen. This is the day of his prom ball. The tradition is all the family members to gather on this day to wish the high-school graduate happiness and luck in adult life. 
The young man on my left is my elder son Atanas. Now he is 25 years old. He is a mechanic. He is self-employed, so he works 7 days a week. He loves to work hard. But he also loves high speeds. In his free time he is a racing driver. He has his own team called Rhodopa Racing Team. 
On the right, next to Rosen are my uncle and aunt. My uncle is fun, he always tells jokes. He is retired now; but he was an electrician. Next to him is his wife, a chemical engineer. She still works as a supervisor in a workshop for hand-made knitwear.  She is very serious and demanding. 

Next to them are my brother and his live-in. They live together but are not married. My brother is a CEO in a big company for issuing credit cards and managing the accounts. He loves to crack jokes and manages his team with a soft hand. His girlfriend is a very skilful heart surgeon (dilator). She is my age, older than my brother, but they love each other dearly. They are still in love. 
On the right, next to my elder son, and a little behind him, is his uncle, my brother-in-law.  He is an electrical engineer, but he doesn’t work that. He has his own company for installation of garage doors. My husband, who is an engineer, too, works with him. On his right is his cousin, Peter. They are both named ‘Peter’, after their grandfather. 

The woman with the child in her hands is Peter’s mother, my mother in law. She hugs his little daughter, my only niece. In our family all the members of the young generation are boys, except for Simona. We all are very happy to have a girl around and spoil her a lot. 
Next to my mother-in-law is her husband, my father-in-law. He is retired now, but he worked in the tobacco and wine-producing industries. He comes from a village famous for its nice wine. He still produces wine at home for the needs of our family. 

The last person to present you is my mother, the Doctor as we all call her. She has a very strong character and twists us all around her little finger. She was retired for many years, but now she works again.  She is a neurologist, an acupuncturist and a homeopath. She likes caring about other people and is very good at her job. She tends to worry too much and is always concerned about good morals, justice and solidarity in the family and the society. If you stray from her ideals she can give you a hard time (  

Glossary:
embracing – adj. from to embrace = to hold in one’s arms, to hug

grownup – adj. = not being a child → a grown-up (n) = a person of age

adult – n., also adj. – legally a person over 18 years of age
prom ball – n. = a ball for high school graduates, celebrating their transition to adult life

transition – n. – change from one life period to another (in this context) 
gather – v. = come together

happiness – n. = the state of being lucky, fortunate, of good fate/destiny

luck – n. – 

self-employed – adj. = working for oneself, not having a boss

to work 7 days a week = idiom = to work every day of the week, without a break

tell a joke (normal) = to tell a funny story 

crack a joke (informal) = to tell a joke

free time = time free from work

team – n. = a group of people who work or do sports together

hand-made knitwear = knitted clothes, esp. sweaters, made by hand not by a machine

manage someone with a soft hand = idiom = to rule/manage people in a friendly way
installation – n. – the act of putting some machinery in place and prepare it for use

to be named after someone or something = phrasal verb = to be given a name of someone else

twist someone around one’s little finger = idiom = to manipulate and control others

stray from – phrasal verb – to move away from a group or their beliefs (fixed ideas)
give someone a hard time = idiom = to make life difficult for someone
Vocabulary building:  Relatives/relations – members of a family 

A nuclear family: a husband and wife with their children, 

 a father (a man)  and a mother (a woman)   
↔ a daughter ( a female child, a girl), 

↔  a son ( a male child, a boy) 

siblings = the children in the family between themselves →  
brothers (boys, men) and  

sisters (girls, women) 

An extended family = all the relatives/relations on both father’s and mother’s side 

Grandparents (the parents of parents or the parents’ parents) – a grandfather and a grandmother 

↕

Grandchildren (the children of children or the children’s children) – a granddaughter and a grandson

A grandchild (sg)

Other relatives: 

An uncle = the brother of one’s father or mother 
An aunt = the sister of one’s father or mother
↕

A nephew = a son of one’s brother or sister

A niece = a daughter of one’s brother or sister
A cousin = the son or daughter of an uncle or aunt

In-laws = relatives by marriage

A mother-in-law = the husband’s or wife’s mother

A father-in-law = the husband’s or wife’s father

A daughter-in-law = the son’s wife

A son-in-law = the daughter’s husband

A sister-in-law = the sister of one’s husband or wife; the wife of one’s brother, etc.

A brother-in-law = the brother of one’s husband or wife; the husband of one’s sister , etc.

Diminutives = an affectionate form of addressing – 
Dad, Daddy, Pa (father)








Mom/Mum, Mummy (mother)








Bro (brother)








Sis (sister) 







Auntie (aunt)








Grandpa (grandfather)








Grandma, Granny, Gran (grandmother)  

The genitive/possessive case or ‘s for possessions

1) In English the possessive case (X‘s  thing)  is used to show the relation between a person or animal and a person, a thing or an idea they possess.

e.g. 

My brother’s son is my nephew.  (the possessor + ‘ + the person possessed) 

My brother’s flat is bigger than mine.  (the possessor + ‘ + the thing possessed) 

My brother’s ideas about the world are different from mine.  (the possessor + ‘ + the ideas possessed) 

My dog’s legs are short. (the animal-possessor + ‘ + the thing possessed) 

2) If two or more people posses the same ‘thing’ the  ‘s goes after the last person mentioned by name. 
e.g.  These are Kelly and Ricardo’s daughters.  (Both Kelly and Ricardo are in possession of their daughters) 

3) If the possessors are many and are mentioned by a common name in plural, the ‘s is reduced only to ‘ after the –s for plural. 

 e.g.  The girls’ toys are over there.  (i.e. two or more girls possess the toys) 

NB!  This is not true for common names of irregular plural 

e.g. 
children’s books                (a child – children)


men’s health magazine    (a man – men)


women’s rights

   (a woman – women)

4)  The genitive case for things is of different construction: the thing possessed + of + the possessor
e.g  This is a picture of me and my family. 

        the needs of our family 

More explanations with related exercises on: http://www.polseguera.org/advanced_english_grammar/the_genitive_case.php
Marital status 

 Structure: be + adjective (e.g. I am married)
Single = not married, although of age
Engaged (a status before marriage after two young people exchanged promises to marry)

Married 

Separated (when spouses do not live together for some reasons)

Divorced (officially separated; out of previous marriage)

Structure: be + a noun

A widow (f), widower (m) = a woman or a man whose spouse (husband or wife) has died

A live-in = a person who you live with but you are not married to 

The Noun 
Nouns are words that name a place, a person, a thing. There are two types of nouns – common nouns and proper nouns or names (Carlos, Jane, Paris, Spain, the Pacific, etc.)  The English common noun has no gender. However, it has number – singular and plural. 

In the singular the noun can be countable or uncountable. 

Actually uncountable nouns are always in the singular, e.g. milk, bread, butter, water, wine, music, etc. and go with a singular verb. (e.g. Milk is white). 

Countable nouns need an indefinite article (a or an = one) in front of them: 

·  when they are introduced to the listener for the first time  - e.g. I can see a boy in the yard. 

·  or when they are mentioned as a representative of their class (a teacher, an engineer, a pen, an apple). 
Countable nouns form plurals by adding –s, or –es to their singular form. 
-S:  [pronounced Z, after voiced consonants and diphthongs]   
   a mother →mothers; a pen →pens; a dog → dogs;, a cow →cows, a boy →boys
       [pronounced S, after unvoiced consonants]   
   a cook →cooks; a shot →shots; 
-ES: [pronounced IZ after the sounds [s], [∫], [t∫], [ks]

a dress →dresses; a bus →buses; a brush →brushes; a watch →watches; a box – boxes

There are also a number of nouns forming irregular plural: 

a man – men 




a child – children

a woman – women 



a person – people 

· f →-ves                                   
- oo- →-ee-


-ouse- → -ice
a wolf – wolves



a foot – feet


a mouse - mice                        

a wife – wives                                         a tooth – teeth


a louse - lice

a life - lives

a leaf – leaves

a loaf – loaves

a scarf - scarves
Exercises on nouns: 

1.Fill in with the plural for of the word in brackets: 

1. I know some Spanish………….. (woman). 
2. These……………(man) are not nice. 

3. My brother-in-law has two…………………... (child)

4. I am a smoker: my………….. (tooth) are not white.
5. In winter our hands and …………. (foot) are cold when we are outside for a long time.

6. Many……… (life) are lost in car accidents every year. 

7. The ………..(apple) are still in the tree. 

8. The…………..(dish) are dirty.

9. ……………(teacher) teach  and train…………..(pupil) and………………(student).

10. The………  (person) in the streets are passers-by. (uncommon plural – a compound noun!) 
11. Our………..(class) in English are on Tuesday.

12. …………….(shop) are open from 9 to 21.30 in Spain.

Vocabulary building: occupations and jobs (A list of common jobs)

NB! – Pay attention that in English any job or occupation is preceded by A/An – the indefinite article, denoting the membership of a person into a given professional group

a teacher/a lecturer – a person who teaches other people or lectures them

a headmaster/headmistress – a principal of a school; also – a head-teacher

a trainer/a coach – a person who trains people to acquire particular skills

an engineer – a person who designs or fixes machines

an accountant – a person who does the accounts for somebody else

a lawyer – a specialist in law; also a barrister (in Br. English); a solicitor – a personal/corporative  legal advisor

a doctor – a healer who has graduated from a formal medical school

a surgeon – a doctor who operates on people, mechanically ‘fixing’ their body problems 

a nurse – a man or a woman who looks after the sick in a hospital and assists the doctors in their job

a chemist/a pharmacist – a person who is trained and authorized to prepare and sell drugs/medicines

a pilot – a person who flies a plane or races a car

a shop assistant – a person who attends after customers in a shop

a shop keeper – a person who owns or manages a shop

a hotel administrator – a person who is involved in running a hotel

a receptionist – a person who welcomes visitors to a company, usually used for hotels employees who receive and accommodate people into a hotel

a banker/a teller in a bank  - a person who gives or receives your money in a bank

a construction worker/a builder – a person who is involved in construction or building

an architect – a person who designs buildings and other public facilities

a mayor – a person who is responsible for managing a village, town or a city

an actor/an actress – a person who acts in plays

a musician – a person who plays music

a singer – a person who sings

a writer – a person who writes short stories, novels, poetry, whatever…

a poet/poetess – a person who writes only poetry

a playwright – a person who writes plays

a scriptwriter – a person who writes scripts/scenarios for a film

a director – usually used in English for a person who directs actors in a staged play or in a film; sometimes it also means a ‘principal’ in international English

a waiter/a waitress – a person who serves food and drinks in restaurants, cafes and bars

a bartender – a person who serves the drinks at a bar

a plumber – a person who lays or fixes (water) pipes

a turner – a person who processes metal (turning it) to make things, using a lathe or similar device
a carpenter – a person who makes furniture or fix broken furniture; or makes any kind of thing from wood

a factory worker – a person who works in a factory or a plant

a mechanic – a person who services your car
a petrol attendant – who fills your car tank at a petrol station

a painter – used both for an artist and a person who paints the walls or facades of buildings, flats, etc.

a driver – a race driver (in a car or motor competition); a train driver; a bus driver; a lorry/truck driver

a hairdresser, a hairstylist, a barber (for men) – a person who does your hair or shaves your beard (the barber)

a drycleaner – a person who works in a dry-clean

a chimneysweeper – (it’s believed that it’s a good luck to touch one when you see him)

a priest (in church)/a priestess (a woman who serves in a church)

a farmer – a person who works the land or raises animals

a gardener – a person who works in the garden

a butcher – a person who sells meat, cutting it for you in the right measure and proportion from the whole animal

a grocer – a person who sells groceries in a general food shop/store

a greengrocer – a person who sells fruit and vegetables

a milkman – a person who sells or delivers milk

a postman/a post woman – a person who delivers letters

a police officer /a policeman/policewoman – a person who works for the police

a firefighter – a person who puts out fires and rescues people’s lives

a soldier – a person who fights in wars/takes part in military operations

a spokesperson/a spokesman/a spokeswoman – a person who is hired to speak on behalf of someone or some organization

a principal/a head – someone who is in charge of other people

a manager – a person who runs/manages a company
CEO - a chief executive of an organization
The list can be prolonged…

Generally there are two main roles in the business world:

an employee (in any institution) – a person who is hired to do a particular job which he/she is paid for

an employer – a person who selects and hires people to do particular jobs; he provides and/or pays the people for whatever they do under his/her management 
Exercise: Write the jobs of your relatives. 

e.g.  My husband is an engineer. My son is a mechanic. My mother is a doctor. I am a teacher. Etc.
Object pronouns and possessive pronouns
Object pronouns replace a noun or a noun phrase which is an object in a sentence. 

e.g. I love my husband. → I love him. 

Possessive pronouns replace a noun phrase which has a possessive adjective or a possessive case in its structure. 

e.g. My brother’s ideas about the world are different from mine (=my ideas). 
       Whose books are these? → They are John’s (books). They are his. 
A table of pronouns
	SUBJECT PRONOUNS 
	OBJECT PRONOUNS 
	POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES 
	POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS 

	I 
	me 
	my 
	mine 

	you 
	you 
	your 
	yours 

	he 
	him 
	his 
	his 

	she 
	her 
	her 
	hers 

	it 
	it 
	its 
	(its) 

	we 
	us 
	our 
	ours 

	you 
	you 
	your 
	yours 

	they 
	them 
	their 
	theirs 


http://www.englishcorner.vacau.com/grammar/prntbl.html
Exercises: 
1. Use the object pronouns to fill in the blank spaces. 
1. My dog (he) is very funny. I love……….
2. Natividad is my colleague. I work with…………
3. They are my family. I live with………..
4. The computer does not work properly. …….. software is old (= is not up-dated).
5. I know…….. (you). You are Blanca’s brother-in-law.
6. (To a child) – Don’t come with….. (we). It’s dangerous. 
2. Fill in the gaps with possessive pronouns, corresponding to the subject pronouns in the brackets). 
1. These books are not……..(you). They are ………(I).

2. Don’t touch the iPod. It is……….. (she).

3. Those games are………(they), and these are…………..(we).

4. Whose is this cap? – It’s………… (he).

5. This house of……….. (you) is very big!
The Present Simple Tense 
Present tense is a grammatical tense that locates a situation or event in present time. In English the present simple or simple present is used in several ways:

· to describe both habits and or routines (I eat breakfast every morning at 6:30. I go to work every day.), and general facts or the truth (The earth revolves around the sun.);

· to present thoughts, feelings, and other unchanging states (stative aspect) (I think so. I like it. It is hot. The sun always rises in the east.);

· to indicate scheduled events in the near future (so that the simple “present” verb form actually indicates future tense) (The film starts at 8 o’clock. I take the train tomorrow at 6:00.);

· to provide narratives such as instructional narratives (Now I mix the ingredients; now I put the pan in the oven.) or in telling jokes ( A man enters a bar. He sits at the counter and orders a beer, etc.)
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Present_tense
Forms: 

	Person and number
	Affirmative
	Negative
	     Interrogative + Short answers

                                           (+)                     (-)

	Singular  1.
	I work
	I do not work = I don’t work
	Do I work? 
	Yes, I do.
	No, I don’t. 

	                2.
	You work
	You do not work = you don’t work
	Do you work?
	Yes, you do. 
	No, you don’t.

	                3. (m)
	He works
	He does not work = he doesn’t work
	Does he work?
	Yes, he does.
	No, he doesn’t.

	                     (f)
	She works
	she does not work = she doesn’t work
	Does she work?
	Yes, she does.
	No, she doesn’t.

	                     (n)
	It works
	it does not work = it doesn’t work
	Does it work?
	Yes, it does.
	No, it doesn’t.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plural     1.
	We work
	We do not work = we don’t work
	Do we work?
	Yes, we do.
	No, we don’t.

	               2.
	You work
	You do not work = you don’t work
	Do you work?
	Yes, you do.
	No, you don’t.

	               3.
	They work
	They do not work = they don’t work
	Do they work?
	Yes, they do.
	No, they don’t.


NB! – In questions the grammatical person is shown by the auxiliary verb DO/DOES and the noun/pronoun used for the DOER. The full verb remains unchanged and is in its bare infinitive form.  The question word order is known as ‘inverted word order’ as the subject comes after the auxiliary verb and before the full verb. (The normal word order is Subject + (auxiliary) + full verb)

                      e.g.               What do you know about EU?  When does she go to school?

Spelling rules for 3rd person singular: 

Adding – ES instead of only –S: 
· Verb, ending in a consonant +y:  

→  crY+ es →crIEs
· Verb, ending in –o: 



→  go + es →goes; does, echoes, etc.
· Verb, ending in  [s], [∫], [t∫], [ks]: 

→ dresses, washes, teaches, relaxes
Pronunciation rules for 3rd person singular:  
· [S] – verbs, ending in unvoiced consonant: 
→ slaps, works, puts, 
· [Z] – verbs, ending in voiced consonant
→ rubs, digs, decides (the last e is silent)
· [IZ]- verb, ending in  [s], [∫], [t∫], [ks]: 
→ dresses, washes, teaches, relaxes
Exceptions (iiregularities):  
goes [goυz], does [d^z], says [sez]
The verb have – irregular Present Simple

	Person and number
	Affirmative
	Negative
	     Interrogative + Short answers

                                           (+)                     (-)

	Singular  1.
	I have
	I do not have = I don’t have
	Do I have? 
	Yes, I do.
	No, I don’t. 

	                2.
	You have
	You do not have = you don’t have
	Do you have?
	Yes, you do. 
	No, you don’t.

	                3. (m)
	He HAS
	He DOES NOT HAVE = he DOESN’T HAVE
	DOES he HAVE?
	Yes, he does.
	No, he doesn’t.

	                     (f)
	She HAS
	she DOES NOT HAVE = she DOESN’T HAVE
	DOES she HAVE?
	Yes, she does.
	No, she doesn’t.

	                     (n)
	It HAS
	it DOES NOT HAVE = it DOESN’T HAVE
	DOES it HAVE?
	Yes, it does.
	No, it doesn’t.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plural     1.
	We have
	We do not have = we don’t have
	Do we have?
	Yes, we do.
	No, we don’t.

	               2.
	You have
	You do not have = you don’t have
	Do you have?
	Yes, you do.
	No, you don’t.

	               3.
	They have
	They do not have = they don’t have
	Do they have?
	Yes, they do.
	No, they don’t.


Questions with a question word:

Object questions (inverted word order):

What do you do for a living? (= What’s your job) → I am a teacher. I work as a teacher. 

What do you do in your free time? → I watch TV. I do sports. I go for walks. I read books. 

When does she start work? → She starts work at 10 o’clock at night. She is a bartender. 
Where do you go on holiday? → We usually go on holiday to Turkey or Greece.
How do you go to work? – By bus/by car/by the underground; on foot (I walk to work) 
Subject questions (normal word order):

Who does the washing-up in your family? – Nobody. The dishwasher does the washing-up. 
How often do you do….?  - Adverbs of frequency 
[image: image2.jpg]always, constantly, continually
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Source of the chart: Cool blackboard blog
Simple rule of their position in the sentence: 

· Before the main verb 

→ e.g. They often go to the beach in summer. 
· After the verb be 

→ e.g.  She is never late for work. 
Examples: 
I always go to bed after midnight.

They rarely speak to each other. 

We usually go for a walk at the weekend.         The lift/elevator hardly ever works.  (= almost never)

She is often late for her meetings. 

You never listen to English news. 

 He sometimes plays the guitar. 

Exercises: 
1. Complete each sentence with a verb from the box: 
start   |   take   |   eat   |    think   |    sleep  |    go   |    like   |   drink  |   write  |    live
	1. The film ____________ every day at 8 p.m. 
 

	
     2.   The children ____________  milk with their meals.
 

	
     3.   Cats generally _____________ a lot.
 

	
     4.   Julie _____________ a letter to her mother once a week.
 

	
     5.   Tom and Julie ____________ in a big city in the centre of the country.
 

	
     6.   Tourists ___________   to Egypt to see the pyramids.
 

	
     7.   Jimmy always ___________ the bus to go to school.
 

	
     8.   We all know that children _____________ sweets.
 

	
     9.   Anne ______________ it's a good idea to do English exercises.
 

	
   10.   If you want  to be healthy, you must ___________ good food. 
 


http://www.learn-english-today.com/lessons/lesson_contents/present_simple_exercise.html
2. Fill in the blank with the correct form of the verb in the brackets or the correct “helping”(auxiliary)  verb.
A. AFFIRMATIVE

1. I ____________ (work) on my computer every single day. .

2. You usually ____________(go) shopping at the weekend. 
3. He_____________(walk) his dog in the morning and in the evening.

4. She_________ (cook) the dinner in the evening, when she_________(come) home. 
5. It (the alarm clock) ___________(ring)  non-stop until I get up. 
6. They ___________(drive) to work every day.

7. We ____________ (speak) all the time during our classes.
B. NEGATIVE (an auxiliary in the negative needed)
8. I ____________ (drive) to work, I walk.
9. You  _________ (walk) to work, you drive. 
10. He___________(write) emails to his partners every week.

11. She___________(clean) the house once a week.

12. It ____________ (work) properly (= in the right or normal way). 
9. They ___________(buy) meat. They are vegetarians. 
10. You___________(remember) my name. It is Svoboda.
11. We  ___________(do) our homework regularly. We are very busy. 
C. YES/NO QUESTIONS – Provide short answers that are true for you.
12. _____ _ ____________ (do) a course in English every Tuesday? – Yes, I……
13. ___________________ (you, walk) to work every day? - ________________
14. ___________________(your partner, work) at school every day? - __________
15. ____________________ (the coffee machine in the corridor, work)? – Yes,   _______________ 
16. ________ ____________ (we, teach) our students well? - ________________
17. _____________________(Spanish people, complain) all the time? - ________________

D. WH—QUESTIONS

18. When ________________ (you, start) work ?

19. Why ______ ___________(they, study) English? 
20. Where ___________ _____(she, live) ?

21. How __________________(it, work) ?

22. What ___________ ______(they, do) in school every day?
23. Who___________________(sing) in the shower from your family?
3. Arrange the words in proper sentences. Make the necessary changes with the verbs. 
1. every / study /  day/ she  _________________________________________________
2. teacher / my / like / music ________________________________________________
3. alcohol /David / hate / ___________________________________________________
4. sometimes / drink / I / coffee _____________________________________________
5. go / the disco / to / we / Saturday/ on_______________________________________
6. brother / your / friendly / look / ___________________________
7. never / a/ I / book / read _______________________________ [image: image1.jpg]



8. ice cream/ Pili and Sofia / like___________________________ 
9.   sister / parties / enjoy/ my_______________________________
 
10. my / play / brother / football _____________________________
http://www.isabelperez.com/happy/tenses/exercises/present_2.htm
4. Fill in the blanks with the verbs in bracket in their right form of Present Simple: 

Mr. Lee _____(be)  a bus driver. Every day he _______(get)  up at 7:00 a.m. and___________(prepare) for his day. He_________(shower),_______(eat) his breakfast, and______(put) on his uniform. His wife _______(drive) him to the station where he _______(check) in with his supervisor. Then, he_____( get) on Bus #405 and ________(start) the engine. He_______( pull) out of the parking lot and________ (begin) his route. At his first stop, he_______( pick) up Mrs. Miller, who_______( live) in a red house on the corner of Main Street and Seventh Avenue. She_______(work) at the post office and_______(have) to be to work by 9:00. At the next stop, the Bartlett twins______( get) on the bus. They______( attend) class at Bayside Elementary. More children________(get) on at the next three stops, and they______(ride) until the bus________(reach) their school. Mr. Lee_________(enjoy) seeing the kids every day and _______(be) happy to see them again in the afternoon when he________(drive) them safely back home.
The text is taken from http://www.eslgold.com/grammar/simple_present.html and has been turned into a gap-filling exercise by me, S.G.

The Adjective

An adjective is a word that gives more information about the noun that goes with it. It has no plural form. (-.) 
Word Order

As a rule, in English, the adjective comes before the noun it describes.

BMW is a fast car. 
McDonald’s is an American fast-food chain of restaurants. 

Winter is the cold season. 

They are nice people. 

Mike is a wonderful boy.

 Sometimes an adjective is not followed by a noun:

· The sky is blue. (= the blue sky) 
· The joke you told yesterday was funny. (= the funny joke).

· He went crazy. (= the crazy man)
Some adjectives are gradable. They can have comparative and superlative forms. 

Short adjectives follow the rule of adding –ER and –EST to their base to form comparatives and superlatives: 

fast – faster – the fastest  →   I am fast, Carlos is faster than* me, Emma is the fastest of us. 

easy – easIer – the easIest→ Writing is easy, listening is easier, reading is the easiest.    

big – biGGer – the biGGest→ The bear is big, the elephant is bigger, the whale is the biggest. 

*When we compare two people, things, places or ideas we use the preposition THAN.  

e.g. Carlos is faster than me. = Carlos is faster than I am.  

Longer adjectives use MORE and THE MOST to form the corresponding grades.

modern – more modern – the most modern

intelligent – more intelligent – the most intelligent 
Irregular adjectives: 

much/many - more – the most  
little – less – the least

far  -      farther  - the farthest

              further – the furthest
good – better – the best

bad – worse – the worst 
Basic adjectives (in opposite pairs) 
  (-)         (+)

angry ↔ calm

bad ↔ good

bored ↔ excited (person) 

boring ↔ exciting (thing, person) 

cheap ↔ expensive (value of things)

clumsy ↔ skilful 

cold ↔ hot

cool ↔ warm

cruel ↔ kind

dark ↔ bright (colour, light)

dark ↔ fair (hair, complexion)

dependent ↔ independent

dirty ↔ clean

easy ↔ difficult (exercise, task)

empty ↔ full (bag, stomach, room, etc.) 
hard ↔ soft (material) 

harsh ↔ kind, nice (person)

hungry ↔ not hungry, full
inconvenient ↔ convenient (time) 
inexperienced  ↔ experienced (specialist, employee)

lazy ↔ hard-working (person)
light ↔ heavy (thing, work, etc.) 

little ↔ big

low ↔ high (place, object dimensions – low chair, high chair)

low, soft ↔ loud (voice, sound, noise) 

mean ↔ generous (person)

mild ↔ severe (weather)

narrow ↔ wide/broad (street, shoulders)

nasty ↔ pleasant (weather), delicious (food)

new ↔ old (for things)

old ↔ fresh (food)
open ↔ closed (door, shop, etc.)  

poor ↔ rich (person, country) 

quiet ↔ out-going/loud (person)

quiet ↔ noisy (place)
quiet ↔ busy (street, town)

rough ↔smooth (sea)

sad ↔ happy

short ↔ long (for a period of time, rivers, streets, hair, etc.) 

short ↔ tall (for people and buildings); high (for buildings, trees, etc)

silly, stupid ↔ clever, intelligent, smart
slim ↔ heavy (person)

slow ↔ fast/quick

small  ↔ large (size), big 

thin ↔ fat (person)/thick (soup, book, etc.)

tired ↔ fresh (person)

thirsty  ↔ not thirsty 

ugly ↔ beautiful (person and thing), pretty (person), handsome (man)

uncomfortable ↔ comfortable (for clothes, furniture, etc)

unknown ↔ famous 

untidy ↔ tidy (room, person)

unwise ↔ wise

useless ↔ useful

weak ↔ strong (physical strength, power)

weak ↔ tough (character)

young ↔ old (for people)

Online exercises on adjectives: 

Interactive exercise with animated pictures on: 

http://www.madridteacher.com/Activities/Files/adjectives1-pictures-list.htm
NB! – Matching exercise (jigsaw): English adjectives to their Spanish equivalents -  http://www.madridteacher.com/Activities/Files/images/adjectives/adjectives-flash/jigword2.html
http://www.madridteacher.com/Activities/hangmanadjectives1.htm - Hangman

opposites (antonyms) - http://www.esolcourses.com/content/exercises/grammar/adjectives/appearance/antonyms/wordmatch.html
	Exercises: 

1. Put in the adjective in bold from the first sentence into the second sentence in its correct form (comparative or superlative).

Example: I have a fast car, but my friend has a ______ car.
Answer: I have a fast car, but my friend has a faster car.

	

	1) This is a nice cat. It's much_______________than my friend's cat.

2) Here is Emily. She's six years old. Her brother is nine, so he is________________.

3) This is a difficult exercise. But the exercise with an asterisk (*) is the_______________exercise on the worksheet.

4) He has an interesting hobby, but my sister has the___________________hobby in the world.

5) In the last holidays I read a good book, but father gave me an even _______________one last weekend.

6) School is boring, but homework is ________________than school.

7) Skateboarding is a dangerous hobby. Bungee jumping is __________________than skateboarding.

8) This magazine is cheap, but that one is ___________________
9) We live in a small house, but my grandparents' house is even______________than ours.

10) Yesterday John told me a funny joke. This joke was the________________joke I've ever heard.
11) My father is heavy. My uncle is much___________than my father.

12) The test in Geography was easy, but the test in Biology was_______________.

13) Florida is sunny. Do you know the______________place in the USA?

14) Stan is a successful sportsman, but his sister is_____________than Stan.

15) My mother has a soft voice, but my teacher's voice is_____________than my mother's.

16) Amy has a beautiful baby, but my daughter has the________________baby on earth.

17) I live in a large family, but my grandfather lived in a__________________family.

18) We have only little time for this exercise, but in the examination we'll have even____________time.

19) Lucy is clever, but Carol is_____________than Lucy.

20) Have you visited the old castle? It was the______________castle we visited during our holidays.

http://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises/adjectives_adverbs/adjectives_comparison_sentences.htm



2. Fill in the correct form of the words in brackets (comparative or superlative).

1. My house is (big)……………..than yours. 

2. This flower is (beautiful)……………… than that one. 

3. This is the (interesting)…………………………book I have ever read. 

4. Non-smokers usually live (long)…………………. than smokers. 

5. Which is the (dangerous)………………….. animal in the world? 

6. A holiday by the sea is (good)………………. than a holiday in the mountains. 

7. It is strange but often a coke is (expensive)………….. than a beer. 

8. Who is the (rich)………………… woman on earth? 

9. The weather this summer is even (bad)……………. than last summer. 

10. He was the (clever))…………………… thief of all. 

http://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/adjectives-adverbs/adjectives/exercises
Nationality adjectives and nouns for Beginners


 Country                             Nationality (adj.)                  National (noun)

	
	
	
	
	


	
	Austria

	
	Austrian

	
	Austrian
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	Brazil

	
	Brazilian

	
	Brazilian
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	Germany

	
	German

	
	German
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	Romania

	
	Romanian

	
	Romanian
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	France

	
	French

	
	Frenchman
 Frenchwoman
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	Britain

	
	British

	
	Briton

	
	
	

	

	
	The United Kingdom
; The UK
                                         [image: image29.png]) L
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	Scotland

	
	Scottish
; Scots

	
	Scotsman
; Scotswoman
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	Ireland

	
	Irish

	
	Irishman
; Irishwoman
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	Wales

	
	Welsh

	
	Welshman
; Welshwoman
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	England

	
	English

	
	Englishman
; Englishwoman

	
	
	

	

	
	Sweden

	
	Swedish

	
	Swede
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	Belgium

	
	Belgian

	
	Belgian
     [image: image57.png]



	
	
	

	

	
	Argentina

	
	Argentinean

	
	Argentinean
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	Taiwan

	
	Taiwanese

	
	Taiwanese
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	Norway

	
	Norwegian

	
	Norwegian
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	India

	
	Indian

	
	Indian
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	Mexico

	
	Mexican

	
	Mexican
    [image: image77.png]



	
	
	

	

	
	Denmark

	
	Danish

	
	Dane
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	Greece

	
	Greek

	
	Greek
       [image: image85.png]



	
	
	

	

	
	Spain

	
	Spanish

	
	Spaniard
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	Switzerland

	
	Swiss

	
	Swiss
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	Egypt

	
	Egyptian

	
	Egyptian
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	Italy

	
	Italian

	
	Italian
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	Russia

	
	Russian

	
	Russian
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	The Netherlands

	
	Dutch

	
	Dutch
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	Turkey

	
	Turkish

	
	Turk
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	Japan

	
	Japanese

	
	Japanese
     [image: image117.png]



	
	
	

	

	
	Canada

	
	Canadian

	
	Canadian
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	China

	
	Chinese

	
	Chinese
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	Korea

	
	Korean

	
	Korean
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 (South Korea)
	
	
	

	

	
	Portugal

	
	Portuguese

	
	Portuguese
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	Poland

	
	Polish

	
	Pole
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	Pakistan

	
	Pakistani

	
	Pakistani
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	Vietnam

	
	Vietnamese

	
	Vietnamese
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	Malaysia

	
	Malaysian

	
	Malaysian
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	Saudi Arabia

	
	Saudi

	
	Saudi Arabian
; Arab
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	Bulgaria

	
	Bulgarian

	
	Bulgarian
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	America

	
	American

	
	American

	
	
	

	

	
	The United States of America
; The USA
                    [image: image164.png]



	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	


	            Australia
 
	
	Australian

	
	Australian
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