LESSON 3:  PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE. THE PRESENT CONTINUOUS VERSUS THE PRESENT SIMPLE

GRAMMAR: The Present Continuous or Present Progressive Tense
USE: 

1. We use the Present Continuous Tense to talk about activities happening now.

Examples 
   The kids are watching TV. 
   I am sitting down, because I am tired. 
   I am not learning German, because this is an English class. 
   Who are you writing to? 
2. We can also use the Present Continuous Tense to talk about activities happening around now, and not necessarily this very moment.

Examples 
   Sally is studying really hard for her exams this week. 
   I am reading a really interesting book now. 
   How are you brushing up on your English for the trip? 
   We aren't working hard these days. 
3. The Present Continuous Tense is also used to talk about activities happening in the near future, especially for planned future events.

Examples 
   I am seeing my dentist on Wednesday. 
   Polly is coming for dinner tomorrow. 
   Are you doing anything tonight? 
   We aren't going on holiday next week. 
http://www.eclecticenglish.com/grammar/PresentContinuous1A.html
What uses of the Present Continuous Tense do these sentences have?

Top of Form

1. I am playing football tonight

2. I can't play with you now. I am finishing my homework. 
3. Where are you studying? 
4. What are you doing these days? Working? 
5. Sally is taking a bath. 
6. What are you doing at the weekend? 
7. Peter and Mary are going out. They met at Adam's party last week

1. http://www.eclecticenglish.com/grammar/PresentContinuous1A.html
Forming the present continuous tense 

This tense is formed using two components: the verb BE (in the present tense), and the -ING form of a verb. Here are the rules, using the example verb “sing”:

	Subject 
	BE 
	-ING form 

	 I 
	am 
	singing 


	                                                                               Affirmative

	
	Full forms
	Contractions

	Person
	Singular
	Plural
	Singular
	Plural

	1.
	I am working
	We are working
	I’m working
	We’re working

	2.
	You are working
	You are working
	You’re working
	You’re working

	3.       m
	He is working
	They are working
	He’s working
	They’re working

	           f
	She is working
	
	She’s working
	

	           n
	It is working
	
	It’s working
	

	

	                                                                               Negative

	
	Full forms
	Contractions

	Person
	Singular
	Plural
	Singular
	Plural

	1.
	I am not working
	We are not working
	I’m not working
	We’re not/We aren’t working

	2.
	You are not working
	You are not working
	You’re not/ You aren’t

working
	You’re not/You aren’t working

	3.       m
	He is not working
	They are not working
	He’s not /He isn’t working
	They’re not/They aren’t  working

	           f
	She is not working
	
	She’s not/ she isn’t working
	

	           n
	It is not working
	
	It’s not/It isn’t working
	


	Interrogative

	
	Affirmative
	Negative

	Person
	Singular
	Plural
	Singular
	Plural

	1.
	Am I working?
	Are we working? 
	Am I not working  
	Are we not working?     = Aren’t we working?

	2.
	Are you working?
	Are you working?
	Are you not working? = Aren’t you working? 
	Are you not working?    = Aren’t you working?

	3.       m
	Is he working?
	Are they working?
	Is he not working?    = Isn’t he working ?
	Are they not working? = Aren’t they working?  

	           f
	Is she working?
	
	Is she not working?   = Isn’t she working?
	

	           n
	Is it working?
	
	Is it not working?       = Isn’t it working?  
	


2. How to make the -ING form (the present participle)
With many verbs, you can simply add -ING to the end of the verb. However, with some verbs, you need to change the ending a little. Here are the rules: 

	Verb ending in...
	How to make the -ING form
	Examples

	one vowel + one consonant
	Double the consonant, then add -ING
	swim - swimming
hit - hitting
get - getting

	one vowel + one consonant + E
	Remove E, then add -ING 
	come - coming
lose - losing
live - living 

	[anything else] 
	Add -ING 
	say - saying
go - going
walk - walking 


http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/330/grammar/pcont.htm
Using the prompts, create a sentence in the present continuous tense.
For example: "She / eat / cheese" becomes "She is eating cheese."
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 We / plan / our work   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………
2.[image: image2.png]


I / have / a good time  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
3. [image: image3.png]


 She / wear / earrings     ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
4. [image: image4.png]


I / study
         ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
5.[image: image5.png]7l



The train / come            ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
6. [image: image6.png]=/ 4



They / wait / for the train……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
7. [image: image7.png]


We / walk / to school
        ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
8. [image: image8.png]K
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It / rain / today              ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/330/grammar/pcont1.htm
PRESENT CONTINUOUS VERSUS PRESENT SIMPLE

PRESENT SIMPLE: 

1.Routines
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   This is Mike. He is a computer specialist and a businessman. He is an American, but he lives and works in Madrid in Spain. He runs a computer programming company. He is very successful. He knows how to work hard, but he also knows how to have fun. His life is very busy, but interesting.

Every morning he gets up at about 7 o’clock. First, he goes to the bathroom. He brushes his teeth and then he shaves. He puts on Paco Rabanne aftershave. He likes to smell nice (   

At about 7.30 he goes running in the near park. [image: image10.jpg]


. He loves running. It helps him to be fit and in a good mood during the day

When Mike gets back home, he has a shower. Then he gets dressed for work: he puts on a light blue shirt, a dark blue suit and shiny black shoes. He likes to look smart. He combs his hair carefully: he likes to look groomed. He also puts on some perfume, because, as you know, he likes to smell nice. Then he prepares his briefcase: he puts in it all the papers he needs for the day at work. 
At 8:15 he has a quick breakfast. He usually has black coffee and a toast with butter, cheese and tomato on top. Mike occasionally has a glass of orange juice. He thinks the orange juice is good for his health. While he is having his breakfast, he reads the morning newspapers. He likes to be informed. He is interested in politics, finances, the computer technologies and world news. 

After reading the newspaper, he leaves his home. He takes the lift to the underground garage. He gets into his brand new sports car and starts his work day. Yes, he starts his work day in the car, because while he is driving he speaks in his handsfree to his secretary, his partners and his mother. He also checks his emails and dictates some answers in the mike (= microphone). He usually arrives at work at about 9.30.
Most often he works at his computer until 2 o’clock p.m. He develops new programmes for games, advertisements, etc. Then he goes out for a quick lunch to one of the bars or restaurants nearby. He usually has some cooked meal and a pint of beer or a glass of wine. He gets back to his office at about 3 p.m. and uses the rest of the siesta to read some computer magazines and web pages. He likes to be updated in his job. 

Mike starts work again at 4 o’clock. This is the time for his clients. They usually come after 5, but while Mike is waiting for them, he prepares the offers and the contracts. You know, Mike is not only a computer specialist he is a businessman, too. .  [image: image11.jpg]


 

Mike finishes work at 8 o’clock. He rarely goes back home directly after work. He usually has a night out. Sometimes he goes for a drink with his Spanish friends. On other nights he goes to the theatre or to the opera. He loves opera. He also loves music. Occasionally he plays the guitar: [image: image12.jpg]


  or goes to bars where they play live music. Twice a week, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, he goes swimming at a public swimming pool near his home. He loves water, too. 

Mike gets back home at about midnight. He has a quick shower and a glass of milk. [image: image13.jpg]


  Sometimes he watches the late news on TV, but most often he reads a page or two from a detective story. Mike loves detective stories. He loves logic and solving problems or puzzles. He is brainy and likes training his brain ( He usually falls asleep after 1.30 in the morning. He has a short sleep: the alarm clock rings at 6.50. Mike gets up at about 7 and…. another work day begins for him.
At the weekends Mike does not stay at home. He stays in bed until 11 o’clock, watching some videos, the news or other programs on TV. He has brunch – alone or with friends who come to visit him. Mike makes pancakes for himself and his friends. He loves making pancakes on Saturday morning. Then Mike and his friends do some sports. Mike is good at tennis He enjoys playing tennis with his friends every Saturday afternoon. [image: image14.jpg]


 On Saturday evenings Mike has fiestas with friends or goes bowling with them. It is fun. 
On Sundays Mike often goes on a trip near Madrid. He loves the countryside. Sometimes he stays home and does the housework. You know, he lives on his own and there is nobody else to do the chores ( Mike does not like doing the chores, but that’s life. 
Mike is a very independent young man in his thirties. He does not have a girlfriend because he is very busy, but he loves women. He is not a gay ( 

  . 
 Activity: 
Work in pairs taking turns to ask and answer questions about Mike: 

1. Who is Mike? 

2. What does he do for a living? (=What’s his job?) 

3. Where does he live?

4. How old is he?

5. Is he married? 

6. What does he do in the morning? – When does he get up? What does he do after that? 

7. When does he have breakfast?

8. What does he usually have for breakfast? 
9. How does he go to work? 

10. What does he do in his cat while he is driving? 

11. When does he start work in his office?

12. What does he do until 2 o’clock?

13. When does he have lunch? Where? What does he have for lunch?

14. When does he get back to his office? What does he do during the rest of the siesta? 

15. What does Mike do after 4 o’clock? 

16. When does Mike finish work? Does he go directly back home?

17. What does Mike usually do in the evening during the work week? 

18. What does Mike do at the weekends? 

19. What does Mike like to do in his free time? 

20 Do you like Mike’s lifestyle? 

Vocabulary: 

aftershave – n. → بَعْد الحلاقة voda po holení aftershave Aftershave αφτερσέιβ loción para después de la afeitada, loción para después del afeitado
arrive – v. = → يَصل přijít ankomme ankommen φτάνω llegar
brush one’s teeth - → lavarse los dientes, cepillarse los dientes
busy – adj.→ ocupado
comb – v. = peinar; to comb one's hair → peinarse
fit (be fit) – adj. → sano (Sport) → en forma  

get back (home) – phrasal v. → devolver
get dressed → vestirse
get up – phrasal v. → levantarse
go running – v. (salir a)correr (here: antes del desayuno)

groomed – adj. = neat and smart in appearance; well cared for; "the manager is a beautifully groomed young man
have breakfast – v. = → desayunar
have brunch – v. = → desayuno-almuerzo m
have dinner – v. = → cenar;
have fun → divertirse

have lunch – v. = →almorzar, comer
have/take a shower – v. → ducharse, tomar una ducha
know – v. =   saber
leave one’s home (at 8 o’clock)  → salir de casa a (las ocho)

mood – n. → humor m
most often → muchísimas veces, muy a menudo
nearby – adv. → cerca
put on (clothes ítems, lotion, cream, perfume) – phrasal v. → ponerse; [+ ointment, cream] → ponerse, aplicarse(more frm)

run a company = manage a company (to be a boss in a company()

shave – v. → يَحْلِق oholit barbere (sig) rasieren ξυρίζομαι afeitarse 
successful (be successful) – adj. (adj. phrase)  → tener éxito
the rest of (the siesta) –  el resto de (la siesta)

to be in a good mood → estar de buen humor
to know how to do sth → saber hacer algo

work hard (v. + adv.) → trabahar duro o mucho

etc. 

TIME PHRASES USED WITH PRESENT SIMPLE:

every day/morninf/afternoon/evening/night

every Monday/Saturday/weekend

every week/month/year

on Mondays/Saturdays/on work days ↔ at the weekend

on Monday morning/on Friday night, etc. ↔in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evevning, at night

every Christmas/Easter → at Christmas (time), at Easter (time)
for the adverbs of frequency → see Lesson 2

PRESENT SIMPLE VERSUS PRESENT CONTINUOS

Present continuous is also used to describe background events or activities: 

e.g.  While he is driving he speaks in his handsfree to his secretary, his partners and his mother. 
Such background activities are often introduced by the conjunction ‘while’ → mientras
LIKES AND DISLIKES 
1) (NOT) LIKE DOING = GENERAL PREFERENCE → II like surfing the net. He likes playing tennis. She loves cooking pancakes. He doesn’t like doing the chores. 
2) (NOT) LIKE TO DO = 1. LIKE DOING (with no difference in meaning) ; 2. IN THE HABIT OF DOING  → I like to pay my bills on time. She likes to visit her dentist twice a year. She feels good to know that everything is all right with her teeth, although she does not like the dental procedure of checking her teeth (  
PRESENT CONTINUOUS – WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW
1) What’s the weather like today? 

It is a nice sunny day. The sun is shining. The birds are singing. The wind is not blowing. The weather is perfect for a walk. 

2) What are you wearing today? 

Take turns to describe what you are wearing today:

I am wearing jeans and a sweater. I am also wearing boots and a jacket. 

Clothes ítems:

Coat

Jacket

Sweater

Jumper

Sweat shirt

T-shirt

Shirt

Blouse (for women)

Dress

Skirt

Jeans

Trousers (pants – Am)

Shorts

leggings

Accessories: 

Hat

Cap

scarf

Belt

(neck) tie

Watch

Earrings

Bracelet

Necklace

Glasses

sunglasses

Underwear
slip

panties

bra

tights

stockings

socks

Shoes
Formal shoes ↔ casual shoes

Trainers

Sneakers

Slippers

Highheels 

Army boots

boots
ORDER OF ADJECTIVES
: 
There are general rules for using  2 or more adjectives are used together. 

In most cases the adjectives are placed before the noun. 

It is not common to used more then 3 adjectives together, but it is possible and can be grammatically correct. 

Examples: 

I love that really old big green antique car that always parked at the end of the street. 

My sister has a big, beautiful, tan and white, bulldog. 

When an article is used such as "a", "an" or "the", then  the article is placed before the adverb.  

The 9 different adjective groups are listed below. 

The order of the adjectives is as followed: 

1. Determiner- a, an, her, five, many, much several etc. 

2. Opinion - pretty, ugly, smart, cheap, etc. 

3. Size - big, fat, thin, tall, large, small etc. 

4. Shape - circle, square, tall, short etc. 

5. Age - old, young 10 years, a year, a week, new etc.

6. Color - yellow, green, pink etc. 

7. Origin - American, English, Asian, Middle Eastern, African, European, Chinese etc. 

8. Material - cotton, wood, plastic, cloth, glass, gold etc. 

9. Purpose/Qualifier - hat box, sleeping bag, computer table,safe island, football field. 

When there are 2 or more adjectives that are from the same group "and" is placed between the 2 adjectives.

· The house is green and red.

· The library has old and new books.

When there are 3 or more adjectives from the same adjective group.

Place a comma between each of the adjectives. 

A comma is not placed between an adjective and the noun. 

· We live in the big, green, white and red house at the end of the street. 

· My friend lost a red, black and white dog, if you see it please let me know.

http://www.english-the-easy-way.com/Adjectives/Adjectives_Order.htm
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	Exercise: Decide whether these adjectives are in a natural English order. If they are not, rearrange them: 
a big red book
	
	

	a red big book
	
	

	a French green book
	
	

	a beautiful green Italian scarf
	
	

	a little green man
	
	

	the first three days
	
	

	the three first days
	
	

	a funny little man
	
	

	a brown leather jacket
	
	

	a German small town
	
	

	the three last weeks
	
	

	a portable expensive computer
	
	

	an army Swiss knife
	
	

	a green old sweater
	
	

	an Italian sexy man
	
	

	a new terrible movie 
	
	

	an old lovely house
	
	

	a tea yellow cup
	
	

	the three last people
	
	

	green big eyes
	
	


http://www.better-english.com/grammar/adjord.htm
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