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English

English is a West Germanic language related to Dutch, Frisian and German with a significant amount of vocabulary from French, Latin, Greek and many other languages. 

English evolved from the Germanic languages brought to Britain by the Angles, Saxons, Jutes and other Germanic tribes, which are known collectively as Anglo-Saxon or Old English. Old English began to appear in writing during the early 8th century AD. 

Approximately 341 million people speak English as a native language and a further 267 million speak it as a second language in over 104 countries including the UK, Ireland, USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, American Samoa, Andorra, Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, Botswana, British Indian Ocean Territory, British Virgin Islands, Brunei, Cameroon, Canada, Cayman Islands, Cook Islands and Denmark. 

Source: http://www.ethnologue.com 

English alphabet
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2 bee cee dee e o gee (Match i jy ky o em
e  [bi] [si] [di] [ [ef] [d38] [(Wetf] [a] [dse] [kex] [el] [em]
Nn OoPpQqRrSs Tt Uu Vv Ww XxYy Zz

en o pee cue ar ess tee U vee doubleu ex wy(e) zedizee
len] [ou] [pi] [kjuw] [avar] [es] [t:] [jw] [vi] ['daboliu] [eks] [wai] [zed/zi]




Pronunciation

Vowels and diphthongs

This chart shows the vowels and diphthongs used in standard varieties of English spoken in the USA, Australia, England, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, South Africa, Scotland and Wales. There is significant variation in the vowel sounds used within most of these countries, and in other countries where English is spoken. 

[image: image2.png]AmE | AuE | BrE | CaE | WE | NZE | SAE | ScE | WeE
ash =f =] £ af ef = | =f | of £}
al ot ot ot of | ot [ ot [ ot | ot | ot
father | 8o | 'fids | 'fade | 'fody | 'fido | 'fido | 'fods | 'fder|'fads
better | 'bers | 'bers | 'beto | 'berz | 'beilo | 'bwo | 'bets | 'betas| 'bets
ay de1 | den | den | den | de | den | dee | der | dex
earth o8 | 30 | 8 | 0B | o8 | &0 | 50 | e | &8
drink | dmpk® | dgmpk| dopk" | dmgk’ | diipk" | dzagk | dapk” | dugk® | dagk
eat it it it it it i | it | i [ it
top tgp | top | tp |top | top | top | top | top® | fop
four’ fou | B £ | fox | foo | Be | B | four | £
foot fot | Rt | fof | ot | fn | fot | Rt | R | Rt
goose g5 | gus | geus | gvs | gws | ges | gus | gus
blood bled | bled | bid | bixd | blgd | blsd | blid | blad
bone byen | boum |boun| bom |bswn|bswn | boem | bom
cow ey | Kav | Kau

nail newst| net | neot | neot | new | mest nel
bite bar® | bit | beit | bat | bief beit
ear P> | is o i | de | i | @ | der | &





Key

AmE = American English (General American), AuE = Australian English, BrE = British English (RP), CaE = Canadian English, IrE = Irish English, NZE = New Zealand English, SAE = South African English, ScE = Scottish English, WeE = Welsh English 

Source: http://www.soundcomparisons.com 

Consonants
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b [b]

clkickiq [ K]
chit [ 4]

d [d]

fiighiph [ £]
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h [h]
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x ks, eks]
Y [i1
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ch  rx]

Examples Notes
bee, sob

car, skill, quack ] at the beginnings of words, [K] elsewhere
chain, nature [t7] at the beginnings of words, [t] elsewhere
dog

faff, tough, photo

grand

hand initial 's are not pronounced in some dialects
iudge, gin

taugh

moon

note

sing, linger, drink

pig, spot, top [P*] at the beginnings of words, [p] elsewhere
read varies considerably between dialects
‘sock, lass, city

‘share, sure, emotion
tea, stick let "] at the beginnings of words, [1] elsewhere
three, fifth

the, mother

voice, of

wet, quiet

box, x1ay

yacht

200, prose

measure, beige, seizure

loch appears in Scottish English




Sample text in English

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.
(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 
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