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 English verbs ~ Modal verbs
Modal verbs, also called modal auxiliaries or simply modals, are a type of auxiliary verb or helping verb. English has ten modal verbs:

	can
	 
	could

	may
	 
	might

	shall
	 
	should

	will
	 
	would

	must
	 
	ought to


Modals express the mood a verb, such as ability, possibility, necessity, or another condition. They are used with a main verb to form a sentence or a question. Modals are not conjugated, have no tense, and cannot be used without a main verb.

When used with modal verbs (except ought), main verbs always remain in the infinitive without to. 

In a statement the word order is subject + modal + main verb. 

	subject
	modal
	main verb

	They
	can
	come.

	Mike
	should
	walk.


The Negative

You use "not" to make modal verbs negative, even in Simple Present and Simple Past. 

Examples:

· He should not be late.

· They might not come to the party. 

· We cannot understand this explanation. (!!! – only cannot is written as one word, the other modal verbs add not after them, but not is written as a separate word)
In questions, the word order changes to modal + subject + main verb.

	yes-no questions

	modal
	subject
	main verb

	Can
	they
	come?

	Should
	Mike
	drive?

	wh- questions

	wh- word 
	modal
	subject
	main verb

	When
	can 
	they
	come?

	How
	could
	he
	know?


Can 
The modal can indicates possibility or ability:

Tom can help you. 

Wild animals can be dangerous.

Dining out can be costly.

In questions, the modal can requests permission to do something or to ask about possibilities:

Can I help you? 

Can Mike come over for dinner?

Who can answer the next question? 

When can we get back the results?


Could
Could indicates possibility or ability in the past:

I could have told you that. 

It could have been a disaster.

When I was young, I could run very fast.

Could speculates about future posibilities. In the following examples could and might are synonomous.

It could / might rain tonight.

That could / might be dangerous.

In yes-no questions, could speculates about present posibilities:

Could she be the murderer? 

Could this be a mistake?

It can also make a request. In these examples could and can are synonomous, but could is more polite.

Could / Can you open your window? 

Could / Can you help me move this sofa?

Could indicates an option:

We could go see a movie. 

I could become a doctor.

Shall and Will
The modals shall/will + main verb are used to create future tenses. These modals indicate an intention or an action that is expected to happen in the future.

When used in statements, there is no difference in meaning between these two modals; however, shall is rarely used in English.

I will / shall close the door for you. 

Tom will / shall meet us at the train station.

They will / shall leave tomorrow at 8:00.

In wh- questions, shall and will ask about options.

Who will / shall drive the car? 

When will / shall I see you again?

How will / shall you get here? 

What time will / shall we meet?

In yes-no questions, shall and will have different meanings.

Will asks a favor.

Will / Shall you turn off the TV?

Will / Shall you stop whining?

Will / Shall you go with me?
Will also asks for information or knowledge about somebody or something.

Will / Shall Tom ever pay you back?

Will / Shall Mars be visited by humans within twenty years?

Will / Shall you be finished soon?

Shall asks about a preference. In these examples, shall and should are synonomous. In English, shall is rarely used; when it is, it's only in the first person singular and plural.

Should / Shall I close the door? 

Should / Shall he close the door?

Should / Shall they come back later?

Should / Shall Tom bring food to the party?

Should / Shall we stay here?


May and Might

The modals may and might indicate an uncertain future action. These two modals are synonymous.

I may / might go to the park, or I may / might stay home. 

This may / might be a bad idea.

It may / might rain tonight.

May or can gives instructions or permission.

You may / can now board the airplane. 

You may / can begin the exam in ten minutes.

In yes-no questions that make a request, you can use may or can. May is more polite.

May / Can I see your driver's license?

May / Can we have some more water, please?

Must

The modal must indicates an obligation.

You must see this movie. 

Tom must see a doctor immediately.

Must also indicates an assumption or probability.

My watch must be broken. 

He must have done that before moving to Spain.

In wh- questions, must is an obligation and can be replaced with the modal should. In American English, should is much more common in these types of questions.

When should / must we be there? 

Who should / must I talk to?

Must can sometimes form rhetorical questions, when you want the person to stop doing something.

	Must you make so much noise?
	=
	Please be quiet.

	

	Must he ask so many questions?
	=
	I hope he stops asking questions.


  
Should and Ought (to)
The modals should and ought to indicate an obligation. These two modals are synonymous.

You should / ought to call your mother. 

I should / ought to go home now.

When used in questions, should asks if an obligation exists. Ought is never used in questions in American English.

Should he call her? 

Should we pay now?

When should we leave? 

What should I wear?


Would
Would followed by like is a polite way of stating a preference.

I would like white wine with my fish. 

We would like a room with a view.

In questions, would + subject + like is a polite request for a choice to be made.

Would you like soup or salad with your meal? 

Where would you like to eat dinner?

When would Tom like this delivered?

Would can make a request sound more polite.

	Come here!
	Would you come here?

	Stop making that noise!
	Would you stop making that noise?


Source: Laura K. Lawless http://www.elearnenglishlanguage.com/esl/grammar/modalverbs.html
More explanations:

Can / Be Able To
	Examples 
	Usage 

	He can play tennis well.
She is able to speak five languages.
They can come on Friday.
Jack will be able to come next week. 
	Use 'can' or 'be able to' to express an ability or possibility 

NOTE: The future of 'be able to' is 'will be able to 

	He could swim when he was five. 
	Could in the past means the general ability to do something. 

	They were able to get tickets for the concert. 

I was able to finish before 6. 

I couldn't come last night, sorry. OR I wasn't able to come last night, sorry. 
	IMPORTANT: If someone was in the position to do something, or managed to do something, we use 'was/were able to instead of 'could' 

In the negative,' wasn't able to' OR 'couldn't' are both correct. 


Video: What can you do? - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YLgqOONnJM&feature=player_embedded#at=51
Interesting to know( 

Speakers use not only shortened forms (contractions) of must and have (got) to, but also reduced forms*. The reduced forms are not considered correct in written form. Examples: 
Must not = mustn’t (“You mustn’t tell anyone.”)

Must have = musta* (“You musta been really worried. Weren’t you?”)

Have (got) to = I’ve got to/ I got to/ I gotta* (“I gotta go.”)

Have to= hafta*  (“I hafta to.”) 
Exercises: 

1. Fill in the modal auxiliaries must, can, could and may or their negatives. 

1.It is impossible, you……….run that distance !
2. You ……… try to overtake him if you want to win the race.
3. It …………be cloudy tomorrow if the wind stops blowing .
4. Look at the camera he has got ! He ……… be a professional reporter.
5. ……….I help you?
6. ……………you do it yourself? I suppose so as you are strong enough.
7. He ………………arrive late tonight , we'll wait for him.
8. Yes, you …………..smoke, but only one cigarette a day.
9. ……………I ask you a question?
10. I ………….sit in the front, I am shortsighted.
Source: http://www.tolearnenglish.com/exercises/exercise-english-2/exercise-english-9634.php
	2. Use should / shouldn't / mustn't [image: image1.png]



1. We…………… invite the Nortons to our party. They are nice people.
2. Young children…………………..stay at home on their own.
3. Before you go to the dentist's, you……………. brush your teeth.
4. You……………………. smoke in bed!
5. You………………….    shut the windows because it is raining.
6. You…………………… forget her birthday again.
7. You…………………… go to the theatre when you are in Vienna. It's great.
8. They……………………tell her about John's accident. She could break down.
9. You……………….. cross the street when the traffic lights are red.
10. The doctor told Charlie that he……………………… drink too much alcohol.
11. My mum thinks I……………………….. spend so much money on clothes.
12. "Twilight" is a really great book. You…………….. read it soon.
13. The teacher said to me,"You………………. get up earlier because you are late again!"
14. You…………………. tell lies!
15. You………………drive the car. You are only thirteen!
 

3.Complete the list of suggestions for "Trick or treat".
Write: should or shouldn't  in the gaps:
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1. You  ……………… wear a Halloween costume.
2. You   ………………play really mean tricks on people.
3. You  ………………. wear black clothes at night.
4. You   ………………..take a bag with you for sweets.
5. You  ………………...go on your own.
6. You …………………stay out very late.
7. You………………..   always go with friends.
8. You……………….. always tell an adult where you are going.
                                                                                     Source: http://www.englishexercises.org/exercise.asp?id=3023#a
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